
IN RE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2011-384-C - ORDER NO. 2011-762

OCTOBER 18, 2011

Petition of SBC Internet Services, )

Incorporated d/b/a AT&T Internet Services )

Requesting the Commission's Intervention in )

Numbering Resources Determination - )

Charleston Rate Center )

ORDER REVERSING

NUMBERING

DETERMINATION

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the Petition of SBC Internet Services, Inc. d/b/a AT&T Internet

Services ("ATTIS" or the "Company") for review of the North American Numbering

Plan Administrator's and/or the Pooling Administrator's (collectively "NANPA/PA" also

known as "Central Office Code Administration") central office code numbering resources

decision to deny the Company's request for numbering resources in the Charleston Rate

Center (843 area code). The denial that is the subject of the Petition impacts ATTIS's

ability to establish a new switch for its CVOIP/UVERSE service which is planned for roll

out in November 2011.

In support of its Petition, ATTIS states that it provides various unregulated

services in portions of South Carolina, including the Charleston exchange. In 2005, the

Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") issued an Order FCC 05-20 (February 1,

2005) granting a waiver that allows the Company to obtain direct access to numbering

resources from NANAPA/PA. On June 13, 2011, ATTIS submitted a Pooling
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Administration System request for the assignmentof the 843-NXX-7XXX one

thousands-block.The requestis for numbersto establishan LRN for a new switch that

will serveCharlestonandotherratecentersin SouthCarolinaandnationally. According

to the Company,projectedgrowth in customersmakesthe acquisitionof this number

block prudent, and it will be a footprint block for the additional network switch.

However,therequestwas refused.ATTIS statesthat the inability to obtaintherequested

numberingresourceswill preventit from providing the forecastedserviceits customers

desire, need,and expect,and it will be unable to accommodategrowth and provide

servicerequestedby customers.

NANPA/PA's refusal stemsfrom the FederalCommunicationsCommission's

("FCC") "rate center" basis for determiningthe need for new numberingresources.

UnderFCC rules,carriersmustexhausttheir numberinginventorywithin six monthsof

the application and meet a rate centerutilization thresholdof 75 percentin order to

receiveadditionalnumberingresources.However,the recordrevealsthat at the time of

therequestthe CharlestonRateCenterwas4.055 monthsfrom exhaustingits inventory

andwasusing20.10%of its numberingresources.

AlthoughATTIS fails to meetNANPA/PA's requirements,the FCCmaintainsa

policy that "under no circumstancesshould customersbe precludedfrom receiving

telecommunicationsservicesof their choicefrom providersof their choicefor want of

numberingresources." FCC 000-429at ¶ 61. To this end,the FCC allowscarriersto

challengea NANPA/PA decisionat the appropriatestateregulatorycommission. FCC

01-362at ¶¶ 61-66; CentralOffice Code(NXX) AssignmentGuidelines§ 13.0. States
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may grant relief "if a carrier demonstratesthat it hasreceiveda requestfor numbering

resourcesin a given ratecenterthat it cannotmeetwith its currentinventory." FCC 01-

362at¶ 64.

We find that the SouthCarolinaPublic ServiceCommission,as the regulatorof

theratesand serviceof telecommunicationscompaniesundertheauthority of S.C.Code

Ann. § 58-9-210et seq.,has the authority underboth the FCC'srules andthe Central

Office Code(NXX) AssignmentGuidelinesto reviewa decisionby NANPA/PA denying

a requestfor numberingresources.We further find that ATTIS hasdemonstrateda need

for numberingresourcesthat it cannotmeetwith its currentinventory. It is our opinion

that these additional numbering resourcesare necessaryfor ATTIS to provide its

customerswith the requiredtelecommunicationsservice. Consequently,we hold that

NANPA/PA is directedto approveATTIS's request.
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This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

JohrlE.Howard,Chairman

ATTEST:

DavidA. Wright, Vice

(SEAL)


